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WELCOME TO JOHNSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL BAND! 

 

Hello everyone! 

 My name is Mrs. Kaitlyn Cole and I am excited to be back as the band director for the 

Johnson County Middle and High School. I am looking forward to having a wonderful year with 

you and your children.  

 As I reflect on last year, changes will be made. I understand as a first-year teacher, 

everything will not be perfect. That is why this year, we will be making changes that will make a 

positive effect on the band and how the band is represented to the community. I am hoping for 

a very prosperous year and a very enjoyable year. We will make strides with the program and I 

can no wait to get started with these students again. 

 If you need to contact me, my e-mail is kcole@jocoed.net. Thank you so much for 

allowing your child to be a part of this band! I am very honor and blessed to be a part of this 

great school system once again! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kaitlyn Cole 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kflanary@jocoed.net
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General Classroom Rules 

Students will follow all rules in place in JCHS/JCMS/JC Schools handbook, as well as the following: 

1. No talking while Mrs. Cole is talking! Please raise your hand and wait to be called on. 

2. ABSOLUTLY NO CELL PHONES! Students found using their cell phone will be given a 

verbal warning. After the verbal warning, Mrs. Cole will take the phone and will be given 

back after class. 

3. NO FOUL LANGUAGE! Each student will have one free pass. After that one, a pink slip 

will be issued. NO EXCPEPTIONS!  

4. Always come to class prepared. That includes: music, instrument, paper, pencil, and 

appropriate attire for marching.  

5. Do NOT touch any equipment that is not yours! If you break it, you buy it! 

a. Example: percussion only touches percussion equipment. 

6. Respect Mrs. Cole. Respect your neighbors, but most importantly, respect yourselves! 

7. Most importantly, HAVE FUN! Band is about having fun and being a part of something 

bigger than yourself.  

 

Any student who does not follow classroom rules will result in a pink slip. NO EXCEPTIONS!! 

 

Student Expectations 

 Students will be expected to be the following 

1. Students will be a representative of the school and will act as one. 

a. Students are representing the school each time they put on the uniform or any 

part of JCHS Band. The students will be expected to be a positive representative 

to the school, as well as the band program. 

2. Students will respect any person of authority in assistance to the band, as well as school 

officials.  

3. Students will be responsible for keeping up with all of their materials for band. 

4. Students will be expected to show up on time for each rehearsal.  

a. “To be early, is to be on time. To be on time, is to be late. To be late, is 

UNACCEPTABLE!” 

5. Most importantly, students will be expected to have a positive attitude and a strong 

work ethic.  

a. “We are only as strong as our weakest link!” 
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Attendance Policy 

All practices and performances are MANDATORY! Students will be allowed 4 unexcused 

absences from after school practices. If the student exceeds more than 4 unexcused absences, 

each student will have to make up their time on a case by case bases. After school practices will 

be displayed in the calendar section of this handbook. It is very important that each student will 

arrive ON TIME for each rehearsal. If a student is to be late for any rehearsal, please let Mrs. 

Cole know. If for any reason the student misses a rehearsal or performance, an alternate make-

up assignment will be given to the student.  

If your child has become ill or has an emergency and must leave rehearsal, please being 

a Doctor’s excuse. Excused absences are Doctor’s excuses, family events, emergencies, 

recognized religious holidays and events, required court appearance, and any other school 

related activity. You must provide a note from any of these event in order for the absence to 

become excused. If not presented a week after the rehearsal, the absence will become 

unexcused. 

If the student is going to be absent from that rehearsal, you will need to e-mail or give in 

writing a note to Mrs. Cole ONE WEEK in advance for any rehearsal or TWO weeks for any 

performances. Please try and schedule any doctor’s appointments around any band related 

activity. Students who have jobs will be expected to be at EVERY rehearsal. Students will not be 

excused from any rehearsal or performances for work unless it is scheduled after the start of 

the semester. 

Football games are REQUIRED and counts as a test grade! If you do not have a ride back, 

please find one! It is important that ALL of you are in attendance to the games. If any student 

cannot make it to any game, students will need to let Mrs. Cole know. Call times for both home 

and away games will be announced during the week of the game in class. 

 

 

Away Games and Competitions 

For away games and competitions, students are allowed to ride home with their 

parent/guardian. The parent/guardian will have to sign the students out with Mrs. Cole before 

they can go home. THIS IS NOT AN EXCEPTION! Each parent/guardian can send a signed note 

with a student saying they can go home with another student’s parent/guardian or another 

family member. If they do not have a parent’s note or they do not sign the student out 

physically, they will ride the bus back to the school.  

Competitions are a time for marching bands to showcase their hard work and their 

talents. Competitions are also a way for our band to win awards and to be recognized for their 
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hard work and dedication throughout the marching season. Each competition will have a 

different schedule and will be given to the students as soon as Mrs. Cole receives the 

information. If students wish to ride home with parents/guardians or with anyone else from the 

competition, the same rule applies as it does for away games. Each student who does not ride 

home with a parent/guardian or another person with a signed note will be riding the bus back 

to the school. Mrs. Cole will keep parents updated as to when the students will be back to the 

school. 

 

Chair Auditions 

 Each year, the students will be auditioning for chairs. Chair auditions are for placing 

students in chairs to play different parts. This is also a way for Mrs. Cole to see what place in 

their musical abilities are each student. They will be given scales, a prepared piece and sight 

reading. The scales will be memorized. These auditions will also be blind, giving an unbiased 

decision. Each student is expected to do their best in the auditions. These auditions will happen 

in Mid-Late October. If a student is not pleased with their audition, the students can 

“challenge” the next chair, in order to receive a new part or higher chair. Any student who is 

wishing to participate in this will tell Mrs. Cole during class and will be given different audition 

material. These chair auditions will be taken as a test grade! 

 

All-State East Auditions and Clinic 

 Students who wish to participate in All-State East are encouraged to do so. This is not a 

required event for band students, but would be a great experience to any student who makes 

the ensembles. All-State East is a festival that is presented by the ETSBOA (East Tennessee State 

Band & Orchestra Association) each year in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. Students who wish to 

participate will register to audition for the clinic by November 1st. Grade levels that can 

participate are 9-12. The students who registered will receive two pieces, one lyrical and one 

technical, and four scales to prepare for auditions. The scales will be selected the day before 

the auditions. These auditions will be blind auditions, which means the judges will not see the 

students. They will only judge on their performance. 

 Audition day is January 12th at Bearden High School in Knoxville, TN. Students will be 

assigned a time frame and will receive that from Mrs. Cole prior to auditions. Students will only 

be allowed to audition during that time frame, unless they have received written permission 

from ETSBOA officials. Admission fee for auditions is $10. 

 Students who are selected to participate in All-State East will be going to Gatlinburg, 

Tennessee to the Park-Vista Hotel. Dates are February 7th-9th. This is an amazing opportunity for 

students to come and spend a weekend learning music from expert clinicians and hear 
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collegiate bands from East Tennessee. Please, encourage your child to participate in this 

opportunity to learn and grown as a musician. Any days that are missed from students will not 

be counted against them. 

 

Upper East Area Junior Clinic 

 Upper East Area Junior Clinic is a Clinic that is put on by ETSBOA. It is very similar to All-

State East, except it will only be available to 7th and 8th grade students. This clinic will bring in 

clinicians from the area to work with the 7th and 8th grade bands. Each grade will have their own 

ensemble. Audition date for this event will be on January 19th, 2018 at John Sevier Middle 

School in Kingsport. The audition fee is $10 and will have a prepare piece, sight reading, and 

scales to prepare for auditions. These auditions will be blind, which means the judges will not 

see the students. It gives an unbiased decision and will be judged only on their performance.  

 The clinic will take place at Robinson Middle School in Kingsport on February 15th and 

16th. On the 15th, the students will arrive at Robinson, be seated in their ensembles, and begin 

rehearsal. On the 16th, the students will perform a concert for parents and public at Robinson. I 

would like to encourage any student who would like to participate in this event. If there are any 

question, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Solo and Ensemble 

 

 Solo and Ensemble is an event held by ETSBOA each year at Chuckey-Doak High School 

in Greeneville, TN. This is an opportunity for your child to play a solo, duet or any type of 

ensemble and be scored on their performance. Each student will pay a small fee of $6 for each 

selection they perform and $12 if they choose to play in the master class. This is a chance for 

your student to showcase their abilities on their instruments. Students will be given feedback 

by their judge on ways to improve their playing. This is a great opportunity for your student and 

highly recommend this. 

 

Concerts and Concert Attire 

 There will be two concerts, one in December and one in April/May. Both concerts are 

REQUIRED and will count as a test grade! THESE ARE A MANDATORY EVENT! If the student 

cannot be at the concert for any reason, please let Mrs. Cole know before the concert date. The 

concerts will be available to the public and is a way for the students to showcase what they 
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have learned during band class. After each concert, there will be a small reception for the 

parents and guest. Concert Attire will be as follows:  

Gentlemen: ALL BLACK with a white tie. Black button up, long sleeved shirt, black dress pants, 

black socks, black dress shoes. White tie! 

Ladies: ALL BLACK. Black blouse or dress. Dresses should be to the knee or lower. Anything 

shorter will be UNACCEPTABLE. Black hosiery and black shoes. No sleeveless dresses or shirts.  

If you have any questions about the attire, please feel free to contact me.  

Practicing 

 Every student is required to practice every day for at least thirty minutes a day. Practice 

makes proficient. When every student practices and do their part, the band will progress and 

grow. This same concept goes for a sports team. If one member of the does not perform to the 

best of their ability, the whole team suffers. Same thing is for band. Have your children practice 

every day in order for their growth or success. If there is an insignificant number of students 

practicing, Mrs. Cole will start sending home practice records for a homework grade.  

 

In School Suspension/Out of School Suspension/Student Grades 

 For students who have received ISS two times during a week WILL NOT be able to 

participate in Football games and will make up their test grade in another form that Mrs. Cole 

sees fit. For students who have received OSS WILL NOT be able to participate in Football games 

as well. They will receive extra work to make up for missing the game as well. If for any reason a 

student is placed in ESC, this student will be removed from the band program effective 

immediately.  

 If any student is failing any class, they will NOT be able to participate in after school 

practices and Football games. Instead, the student who is failing will be sitting on the sidelines 

doing their homework at after school practices or can go to after school tutoring. Students 

grades in their classes are important and those students need to see that as well.  

 

Band Boosters 

 On the second Tuesday of each month, the Band Boosters will have their monthly 

meeting. The band boosters are open to any parent/relative/guardian of a band student in 

either the middle or high school bands. The boosters are a support team for the bands 

programs in Johnson County. They are involved with all band activities, including concession 

stands, fundraising and school trips. This is a great way to stay involved with the band program, 
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as well as show your support to the band.  For more information, please contact the booster 

president Teresa Mullen.  

 

Student Accounts 

 Each student, who is an active member of the band, receives a band “account.” This is 

not an account where students can use the money to however they please. This money is for 

the students to use during their time with the band. It is not an official band account set aside 

for the students, instead it is in the general band fund where myself or the booster treasure 

documents the amount of money that is set aside for the student. The students can earn the 

money by many different ways by having a parent/guardian or any family member working the 

concession stand during football games, raising money in a fundraiser, having a 

parent/guardian volunteer to chaperone the bus on away games, etc. If you have any more 

questions about the student accounts, please feel free to e-mail me. 

 

Grading Policy 

The grades will be waited by the following: 

Participation= 60% 

Tests=25% 

Quizzes=10% 

Homework=5% 

If you have any questions about the grading policy, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Equipment 

 Students will be able to buy their equipment needs from either Music Doctors through 

the school, or they can order it online. For Marching Band, the students will be required to have 

the following items 

 Lyres 

 Flip Folder 

 Marching Shoes 

 Gloves 

During Concert season, the students will be required to have the following items 
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 Black Binder 

 Page Protectors 

 Paper and pencil 

Reeds are on sale in the office for: 

 $3 for clarinet  

 $4 for alto saxophone 

 $5 for bass clarinet, tenor saxophone and baritone saxophone 
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Johnson County Band 

Handbook Acknowledgment Form 

2018-2019 

 

I, __________________________________________, have read the handbook and will abide 

by the rules and regulations set forth.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature         Date 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 

 


